CAUCUS MEETING

JULY 17, 2007

9:00 A.M.
Members Present:   Present were Mayor William Henfey, President of Council Patrick Rosenello,  Councilpersons Robert McCullion, Edwin Koehler, Robert Maschio and Kellyann Tolomeo.      Councilman Joseph Duncan was not present due to illness and Councilman Walter Larcombe was also not present due to his work schedule.      Also present were City Administrator Raymond Townsend and Solicitor William Kaufmann.  

ADMINISTRATOR TOWNSEND stated that a few years ago Council saw the need for redevelopment at Seaport Pier noting this is an under utilized amenity for the City. The City had the former tenant removed several years ago.   The Planning Board decided that the area looked to be in need of redevelopment.  Townsend said that advertisements were placed in 8-10 national newspapers from Florida to Boston, Massachusetts and approximately 80 RFP & Qs were sent to known developers and other requesting.   Two responses were received and WB Resorts was chosen as conditional redeveloper for the project.  A subcommittee has been negotiating with the conditional redeveloper to see that the desires of the City are met.  Townsend said that this negotiating period has been an extensive and arduous process.  The resulting 66-page document is the agreement for the redevelopment project and on the agenda this morning.

JAMES MALEY, attorney for WB Resorts, stated that he is counsel for the conditional redeveloper and would like to review the project for Council.   Maley said that he is a politician and attorney, serving as Mayor of Collingswood, NJ.    Maley stated that he has been doing redeveloping work for more than 12 years and would like to call attention to the items in the project that are important to the City.    Today is the start but in reality much work has been done already.  Maley said that the redevelopment agreement means the beginning of a partnership between the City and the Redeveloper and that the two parties have been listening to concerns and questions coming to an agreement that will help the City meet its goals for the redevelopment area.    Maley stated that the Seaport Pier needed something done to help retail establishments in the area and this would necessitate bringing more foot traffic north on the boardwalk.  The redevelopment agreement helps the City to have control and an active role in establishing a sustainable business atmosphere.  Maley indicated that the Seaport Pier project can be viable if the area to the west of the boardwalk is included in the project, meaning that the two areas can compliment each other.    The whole concept is to make a sustainable business area.   Maley said that another goal of the City is to bring more year round activity to the area.  The Convention Center in Wildwood is an example of creating reasons for people to come here year round.     Maley said that it will be difficult to bring year round activity here if there are not sufficient hotel rooms.  There has been a severe decline in the number of hotel/motel rooms in the City and a year round destination where families can come is sorely needed.    Maley said that sometimes redevelopment is not pleasant because it only comes after an admission that the City is not in the best shape, but Maley added that if the area is not improving then it is dying.    The City is looking for ways to improve.    Maley stated that lots of condos that are here are not necessarily good or bad but there needs to be a mix of different types of housing and business in order to create a year round destination.    Maley noted that another goal of the City is to revitalize this section of the boardwalk.    For example, the participants in the car show were not enthusiastic about moving further north on the boardwalk because there would be less foot traffic in that area.     Maley stated that there is a need to increase retail trade on the North Wildwood section of the boardwalk.  Maley said that malls are built with anchors at the ends and smaller retail stores in between the anchors and we must look at the boardwalk as a mall which at the present has the anchors south of Seaport Pier.     Maley asked why the City would want to enter into a redevelopment agreement?      Maley answered that in a redevelopment agreement the City retains much more control than in any type of project which goes forward through normal planning/zoning procedures.      The Planning and Zoning Boards can only vote yes/no regarding projects based on current laws.   In a redevelopment agreement the City can have control and flexibility throughout the entire project, always working for the good of the City.     Maley stated that this project involves a $175 million investment with 400 hotel rooms and a pirate themed indoor water park.     Maley stated that the project will make a stunning impression, with a huge ‘wow’ factor, and  will  include  some  condominium  ownership.       Maley  stated  that  all  rooms, 
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whether privately owned or part of the hotel, will all be run as a hotel, with no year-round living possible.  Maley said that the water park will be a pirate theme and enclosed in glass, enabling visitors to see in/out,  a promenade from the boardwalk for beach access and will have a pedestrian connection over the boardwalk from the water park to the hotel.     Maley said that the City insists on architectural detail.    Maley said that the project will have three restaurants open to the public, one in the hotel, one in the water park near the boardwalk and one in the water park near the beach.    Maley said that the hotel will have 600 parking spaces in a parking garage and will not contribute to parking problems in the area because of sufficient spaces and a drive through area for buses and delivery trucks.  A meeting will be scheduled with neighbors in the area to discuss traffic, height of building, affected property values, etc.     Maley stated that neighbors have expressed concerns regarding parking, traffic, etc., but an overhead view of the project shows the parking and bus/truck access area, along with valet parking, lobby and check-in areas all on the ground level.     Maley also spoke of the street ends at 22nd and 23rd Avenues which will have beach access without having to pass under the boardwalk.   The plan will have the pier and hotel lined up so that 22nd Avenue will have a beach view instead of looking at the Seaport Pier.    Maley stated that the project will have a positive impact on property taxes in the City because of increased ratables which could lower the tax rate.  Maley stated that the project will bring in more revenue to the City than it will cost in public services, schools, etc.    Maley also stated that studies have shown that big projects such as this one can actually increase property values in their neighborhoods, as opposed to popular opinion.      Maley stated that the project will have an effect on the surrounding area—a ripple effect—which will help bring more business to the boardwalk and to the area in general.   Maley stated that the key is for the City is to bring a mix of visitors to condos, hotels, etc. so that all businesses may benefit. This will increase the City’s ability to be vital and improve.    Maley said that the project will provide 300-400 permanent jobs to the town and many construction jobs, with local workers being preferred over out-of-towners.     Maley said that all involved have done a lot of work.    Maley stated that the top of the hotel would be 187 feet high.    Maley stated that this height is necessary for the project to be viable and survive.  The costs of redevelopment are high and other developers did not think that the return would justify the cost of the project.    This height provides sufficient rooms to make the business possible.  

STUART WISER, City Planner, explained that with current zoning laws, a 30,000 sq. ft. lot can have a building up to 65’.  Buildings with amenities, restaurants and the like can be built up to 90.8” without variances.  Wiser said that townhouses, duplexes, triplexes in this zone have a height limit of 35’.  Wiser said that in big projects such as this, with parking below, the parking area must be higher than normal for the buses and trucks to pass through, and that the room height is usually raised from 8’ to 9’.  Wiser stated that these requirements would necessitate a deviation up to 99.1”.

ROBERT BECKELMAN, City Redevelopment Attorney, stated that he would like to review the highlights of the agreement.    Beckelman said that with this agreement the City retains control of what the results of the project should be.     Beckelman said that the City negotiated for hotel use and has control of how the project will proceed.     Many governmental approvals must be obtained.      Beckelman reviewed the highlights: Article 1 gives definitions,   Article 2 notes general warranties,    Article 3  notes Redeveloper and City Covenants and Restrictions,  Article 4 reviews government approvals,  Article 4.2 states that the City has say in the architectural design, and must review and approve site plan; developer must make effort to minimize impact/disturbances to the neighborhood; developer must obtain approvals for both sides of the boardwalk,    Article 6 speaks of the purchase of the pier by the developer after all aspects of the agreement are in place; the buildings on the pier will be demolished with the developer contributing to the demolition costs; developer must keep the City updated on the project; developer is not permitted to flip the project; Article 9 outlines the financial obligations of the developer; Article 10 contains the project description; Article 11 outlines the payments of bonds and public improvements at street ends, etc., the indemnification of the City, insurance requirements, etc.; Article 13 outlines City’s rights in case of default, regarding damages, etc.; Article 14 discussed financing; and 
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Article 15 contains miscellaneous items, including a provision to hire local workers for the project for construction and permanent jobs.

JAMES MALEY stated that the City has control over the project and continuous input in the process.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT ROSENELLO stated that the current agreement is just for the east side of the boardwalk.  The west side agreement will be done after that area is declared in need of redevelopment by the Planning Board.

STUART WISER stated last week the Planning Board voted the west side of the Boardwalk is in need of redevelopment and will memorialize that resolution at their  next meeting.    That resolution will be forwarded to Council and then followed by the adopting of an Ordinance.    Wiser stated this agreement is not for the west side of the Boardwalk – just focuses on the east side.

On a motion by Koehler, seconded by McCullion, that caucus now be adjourned until the regular meeting begins at 10:00 AM.      Carried.     9:55 AM
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10:00 A.M.
A regular meeting of the North Wildwood City Council was held on the morning of the above date in the City Hall.   The President of Council stated that “The meeting is now open.   Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided by posting a copy of the notice of the time and place of this meeting on the City Clerk’s bulletin board and by mailing a copy of the same to The Herald, The Press and Wildwood Leader on January 3, 2007.”

ROLL CALL: Present were Mayor William Henfey, President of Council Patrick Rosenello, Councilpersons Robert McCullion, Edwin Koehler, Robert Maschio and Kellyann Tolomeo.     Councilman Joseph Duncan was not present due to illness and Councilman Walter Larcombe was also not present due to his work schedule.     Also present were City Administrator Raymond Townsend, Solicitor William Kaufmann and Engineer Ralph Petrella.  

MAYOR HENFEY stated that the meeting would deviate at this point from the set agenda to take care of two important items:  1) Jake Schaad’s introduction of the new Miss North Wildwood; and 2) Comments by residents of Marina Bay Towers.

JAKE SCHAAD announced that the new Miss North Wildwood 2007 is Ashley Fuhrmeister.    Ashley, 19, is a graduate of Wildwood High School, a member of the National Honor Society and had a 3.75 GPA.  Ashley has taken on the special responsibility of raising money to help fight Huntington’s Disease, an illness which afflicts her father.    Last year Ashley raised more than $15,000 and has set a goal to raise $30,000 during her year-long reign as Miss North Wildwood.  Ashley then presented to Mayor and Council Members information about the disease and her goals. 

MARY KULISEK, of Marina Bay Towers, stated most residents are happy with their apartments but there are many violations (50 as of 7/10/07) that are outstanding and these violations are creating hazards for the residents.     Kulisek said that mold issues are a problem with one lawsuit in progress, carpeting in places is in poor condition, the carpeting has been removed in front of the community room with all creating hazardous conditions for the residents.    Kulisek stated that a sign was placed on the door of the community room stating that the carpeting cannot be replaced until the City of North Wildwood releases money owed to Marina Bay Towers.  Kulisek stated that the community room has been an ongoing project since Thanksgiving of last year and is now surrounded by crime scene tape.    Kulisek said that there are no handles on many 
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windows and that the $1.75 fee for each washer and each dryer is not refunded if a malfunction occurs.     Kulisek stated that the 6th floor deck cannot be used.     There is no security, which is needed especially in the summer with so many people coming in and out of the building, noting  residents don’t feel protected.     Kulisek stated that there is no management on the premises  .   The lighting in the parking area is very poor and frightening.    The disinfectant bottles on the 6th floor have never been filled.      Kulisek stated that yesterday residents received a letter from the developer stating that many items on the repair list have been completed but residents do not agree.  Kulisek said that the carpet in the community room is an example—it was lifted but never has been replaced.    Kulisek stated that the developer says that the City has the money he needs to complete the repairs but that the City refuses to cooperate with him.     Kulisek said that residents met with Council President Rosenello but at that meeting residents were not aware if the money the City is holding was released to the developer or not.     Kulisek asked Council to look at the building and consider that if it were a private residence it would already have been cited because it is a disgrace.

MAYOR HENFEY stated that he has a list of items that need to be worked on in the building and that Lew Ostrander inspects there regularly.      Henfey said that he has asked the former JCOW Officials to inspect there as well.     Henfey said that the removal of the carpet in the community room could be the result of his asking that it be fixed due to being in poor condition and perhaps the developer has not replaced it because of spite.    Henfey said that the developer promised security, an on-site nurse, an activity program and other things but the promises have not been fulfilled and the City gets no cooperation from the developer.    Henfey stated that the City has contacted the developer’s attorney but never receives any response.     Henfey said that the money will not be released until the repairs are done.

SOLICITOR KAUFMANN stated the Essex County Improvement Authority authorized a $7.6 million bailout with money included to complete the laundry list of needed repairs to be completed by the developer.    Kaufmann stated that the City has never received any certification regarding repairs being completed.     Kaufmann added that the residents might want to go over Cocoziello’s (developer) head and address their concerns to Rocco J. Miola who is President of the General Partnership in the limited partnership that owns the building.

MARY KULISEK stated that the residents do not feel that Cocoziello is treating them properly.

ADMINISTRATOR TOWNSEND said that the money the City of North Wildwood has not released to Cocoziello has nothing to do with the $7.6 million from the Essex County Improvement Authority.  

JOAN SHEFSKI, of Marina Bay Towers, asked what has happened to the money that Cocoziello received from the Essex County Improvement Authority.  Solicitor Kaufmann responded that the Essex County Improvement Authority would be the entity that would oversee that aspect.    Administrator Townsend said that the City has tried repeatedly to get an accounting of the money but has never received any response.  Kaufmann added that it is obvious that most repairs have not been done.

JOAN FISCHER, of Marina Bay Towers, said that the building next door is being worked on beautifully.     Kaufmann said that it is owned by the Beach Creek Marina which is next to the Towers.    Council President Rosenello stated that the Marina Bay Towers and the Beach Creek Marina are two totally separate entities.      Kaufmann said that the Towers’ original agreement includes a provision of payment in lieu of taxes and Tax Collector Todd Burkey stated that payments for the Towers are delinquent at the present time.      Mayor Henfey added that the City agreed to payment in lieu of taxes and that any tax credits the developer had received would have been state and federal credits, not local.

ROSE PICCOLO, of Marina Bay Towers, asked where do we go from here?     The City has his money; he says he needs the money to do the repairs; what can we do now?
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MAYOR HENFEY replied that Cocoziello has not made repairs before so why should we believe and trust him now.     Henfey stated perhaps the residents can pool their rent payments in an escrow account to get Cocoziello’s attention.     Mary Kulisek said that an attorney told her that residents were not permitted to do that.     Solicitor Kaufmann replied that she should get a second opinion.

JOE BAKANOWSKY, of Marina Bay Towers, stated that he had many conversations with former Mayor Palombo and said that the residents need an association with an attorney.     Bakanowsky said that the residents love their apartments though there may be mold as some state, but that if they had done their homework they would know that security would have been possible but was never done.  Bakanowsky stated that the building is not in a danger zone and the police are great and respond when needed.     The residents could have had security on site for $10 more per residents and the present security system is adequate for the State of New Jersey.  Bakanowsky said that although some may think that Cocoziello has removed the carpet for spite, we don’t know that and Cocoziello has many expenses that the low rents may not cover.  Bakanowsky said that many residents complain but they did not want to form an association, so that now if rent moneys are put into escrow an attorney will have to be paid, costing more money, which we cannot afford to do.      Bakanowsky stated that this is affordable housing, full-time security is not required on premises and that there are provisions for emergencies, etc.     Lewis Ostrander is great and many repairs have been done but Cocoziello only owns 5% so it is better to go over his head.     Bakanowsky said that Cocoziello pays mortgage, taxes, insurance, interest, etc., so the low rents probably don’t cover all that.  Bakanowsky said that he has been very involved in the situation and asked what does the marina next door have to do with the Towers.     Tax liens have already been sold.  Tax Collector Burkey said that the 1st and 2nd Quarter taxes for 2007 are delinquent at this time.  Bakanowsky asked if the assessments for the marina and the Towers are connected somehow, with Mayor Henfey responding that the marina has nothing to do with this situation.    Bakanowsky added that Cocoziello says he can’t afford to do the repairs.  Council President Rosenello said that we trusted Cocoziello, he fooled all of us and we don’t want to be fooled again.     Rosenello said that Cocoziello has not completed any repairs before so why should we believe him now.    Bakanowsky said that no repairs were mentioned in the money situation with Essex County.     Rosenello said that the release of the money is contingent upon the repairs being done and they have not been done.      Bakanowsky said the debts were mentioned, not repairs.     Solicitor Kaufmann said that Cocoziello evidently has not taken advantage of the money from Essex County. Administrator Townsend again said that the money the City is holding has nothing to do with the repairs that were supposed to be done.     Bakanowsky asked what can be done now because the residents cannot afford an attorney so how can we get the two parties together?

JOAN SHEFSKI asked where do we go from here as it is obvious the money is gone or spent.     Shefski noted we cannot go on like this!    Mayor Henfey informed them to seek legal counsel. 

ELIZABETH (BETH) BOZZELLI, Executive Director of the County Department of Aging, stated that she has had a number of meetings with DCA, code enforcement and Lew Ostrander and has a list of violations that need to be addressed.     Bozelli said that her office oversees senior citizen issues and that she has contacted Trenton about Marina Bay Towers.  Bozelli said that DCA originally said that it was not their jurisdiction, which the municipality would have to work it out, but then were convinced that the situation indeed could be reviewed by DCA.    Bozelli said that Cocoziello has a number of loopholes to appeal the violations and then after all the appeals the rents can be encumbered.     DCA should receive reports weekly of violations that have not been corrected and the City is trying its best to help out.  Bozelli said that the Adult Protective Services have been contacted regarding the mold issues and other health issues.  Bozelli added that some appeals could take 30-60 days.

WINFIELD MYERS, of Marina Bay Towers, stated that if the residents were dogs than Cocoziello would be in jail for abuse.
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SALLY SMITH, of Marina Bay Towers, said the parking area is a safety hazard because there are no lights and that she tripped and fell the other day and had to call 911 for an ambulance. 

MAYOR HENFEY publicly thanked Beth Bozelli of the County Department of Aging  for her help and free flow of information between the Department of Aging and the City. Henfey stated the code violations need to be addressed and the safety hazards.   Henfey stated the City is ready to cooperate with Cocoziello when he is ready.

MARY KULISEK said that Cocoziello opted to offer affordable housing but that he certainly would not have done that unless he would benefit from it.  Kulisek stated that the residents cannot afford an attorney so is there any possibility that someone can help us.     Kulisek said that the residents’ committee has made many attempts to resolve these issues before bringing them before Council and that she has resigned as leader of the committee but the residents won’t let her go.

MARIA KELLY, of Marina Bay Towers, said that Cocoziello was at the building in June and that she has tripped and fallen recently also.

JACK CAVANAUGH, of Marina Bay Towers, asked who is Rubicon with Solicitor Kaufmann responding that it is Cocoziello’s real estate development company, which Marina Bay Towers possibly  hired to manage the building.    Cavanaugh said that there is no management on site, the building is deteriorating fast and a letter was received last night signed by Cocoziello - President of Rubicon, LLC.    Cavanaugh inquired regarding real estate taxes and if any monies are collected from the stores on the first floor.  Cavanaugh asked, “Who cares?”

BETTY PIAZZA, of Marina Bay Towers, said that there is no air conditioning on the 6th floor and that washers and dryers have been removed and placed on different floors.

DOLLY LISS, of Marina Bay Towers, stated the units on the 6th floor stink because of pigeons/seagulls material gathering in the air conditioner units.  Liss noted she has been sick six out of the past seven months.   Solicitor Kaufmann responded that the latest letter dated July 16,2007 from Cocoziello states he has substantially eliminated all pigeon/seagull problems.

MAYOR HENFEY told Jack Cavanaugh that the City cares and that is why he has a list of violations and the City is holding back Cocoziello’s money.  Between the City, the State, Lew Ostrander, Beth Bozelli, etc., we are all working together to take care of the problems at Marina Bay Towers.  Henfey said all would continue to work hard to resolve these issues.  Cavanaugh replied that the residents are the losers in this battle.

WINFIELD MYERS, of Marina Bay Towers,  stated that residents were blocked from the community room so the ‘old ladies’ instead played cards in the hall but were then told that it was a fire code violation to play there.     Lew Ostrander said that he saw the problem and even without elevators during a fire there are still two means of egress for residents.    Myers replied that Ostrander did not know anything.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT ROSENELLO, at 11:03 AM, declared a 5-minute adjournment.  

MINUTES:   On a motion by Koehler, seconded by McCullion, that the minutes of the regular meeting of July 3, 2007 be approved as read.    Carried.

COMMUNICATIONS:

SPECIAL EVENT

RE:




North Wildwood Flea Market






Sunday - August 12, 2007


On a motion by  McCullion, seconded by Koehler, that the above special event application be approved.    Carried.
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KELLY A. NEW

RE:




Resignation 






Senior Clerk—Municipal Clerk’s Office

On a motion by Koehler, seconded by McCullion, the above resignation be accepted with regret and filed.   Carried.

DAVE GREENLAND

RE:




Resignation






Superintendent—Fleet Maintenance

On a motion by Koehler, seconded by McCullion, the above resignation be accepted with regret and filed.    Carried.

SPECIAL EVENT

RE:




National Night Out






Tuesday - August 7, 2007

On a motion by Maschio, seconded by Koehler, that the above special event application be approved.    Carried.

MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS:  None.   

REPORTS:

CITY CLERK’S REPORT FOR JUNE 2007:

Total monies turned over to the City Treasurer………………………….$   84,760.50

POLICE DEPARTMENT’S REPORT FOR JUNE 2007:

Total monies turned over to the City Clerk’s Office……………… …….$        918.50

Total Incidents Handled by the Department for the Month……………..               4,047

FIRE DEPARMENT’S REPORT FOR JUNE 2007:

Total monies turned over to the City Treasurer………………………….$            4.53

Total Incidents Handled by the Department for the Month………………                 243

REGISTRAR OF VITAL STATISTICS REPORT FOR JUNE 2007:

Total monies turned over to the City Treasurer………………………….$         711.00

Totals in NW for Month:       Deaths   -7-     Marriages    -4-      Births    -0-

FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU REPORT FOR JUNE 2007:

Total monies turned over to the City Treasurer………………………….$       19,013.00

Total Inspections for Month……………………………………………..                239

TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT FOR MARCH 2007:

Total monies turned over to the City Treasurer………………………….$  438,448.89

SEWER COLLECTIONS REPORT FOR MARCH 2007:

Total monies turned over to the City Treasurer………………………….$   44,169.94

TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT FOR APRIL 2007:

Total monies turned over to the City Treasurer………………………….$  1,992,986.02

SEWER COLLECTIONS REPORT FOR APRIL 2007:

Total monies turned over to the City Treasurer………………………….$   740,913.45

TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT FOR MAY 2007:

Total monies turned over to the City Treasurer………………………….$  2,976,078.61
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SEWER COLLECTIONS REPORT FOR MAY 2007:

Total monies turned over to the City Treasurer………………………….$   373,980.89

NORTH WILDWOOD RECREATION REPORT FOR JUNE 2007:

Total monies turned over to the City Treasurer………………………….$        35,995.50

Total persons using building for the month……………………………..              3,832

On a motion by Maschio, seconded by McCullion, that the above reports be received and filed as presented.    Carried.

APPOINTMENTS:

Police Dept.

Crystal Linz



Temporary/Relief Dispatcher


Fire Dept:

Bradley T. Ladislaw


Seasonal/Firefighter/EMT

7/18/07

Beach Patrol:

Tim Dwyer



Seasonal/Lifeguard


7/18/07

On a motion by Koehler, seconded by Maschio, the above appointments be confirmed. Carried.

Mayor Henfey also announced two additional appointments to the Planning Board:

Planning Board:

Jay Coleman

Alternate 1 to Class 4 

Planning Board Member

Bill Green

Alternate 1


Planning Board member

On a motion by McCullion, seconded by Koehler, the above appointments be confirmed. Carried.

RESOLUTIONS:

#163-07

RE:




To Certify That The Governing Body Has Reviewed The General Comment & Recommendation Section Of The Report Of Audit










The above resolution was offered by Koehler, seconded by McCullion, the roll being called, all voting in the affirmative, the President of Council declared the resolution duly adopted. 

#164-07

RE:




Refund For Overpayment Of Real Estate Taxes





The above resolution was offered by Maschio, seconded by Koehler, the roll being called, all voting in the affirmative, the President of Council declared the resolution duly adopted. 

#165-07

RE:




Cancellation Of Taxes





The above resolution was offered by Koehler, seconded by Maschio, the roll being called, all voting in the affirmative, the President of Council declared the resolution duly adopted. 
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#166-07

RE:




Redemption Of Real Estate Lien





The above resolution was offered by Koehler, seconded by McCullion, the roll being called, all voting in the affirmative, the President of Council declared the resolution duly adopted. 

#167-07

RE:




Extending Grace Period For Interest Payments On Tax Bills







The above resolution was offered by McCullion, seconded by Maschio, the roll being called, all voting in the affirmative, the President of Council declared the resolution duly adopted.

#168-07

RE:




Opposition To The Sale, Lease Or Other Liquidation Of The New Jersey Turnpike, The Garden State Parkway And The Atlantic City Expressway










The above resolution was offered by Maschio, seconded by Koehler, the roll being called, all voting in the affirmative, the President of Council declared the resolution duly adopted.

#169-07

RE:




Resolution Of The City Of North Wildwood, In The County Of Cape May, Making Application To The Local Finance Board Pursuant To N.J.S.A.40A:2-26(e), 40A:2-7(d) and 40A:2-11(c)









The above resolution was offered by Maschio, seconded by Koehler, the roll being called, all voting in the affirmative, the President of Council declared the resolution duly adopted.

#170-07

RE:




Application For Funding From Fiscal Year 2008 State Department Of Transportation Road Aid Program










The above resolution was offered by Koehler, seconded by McCullion, the roll being called, all voting in the affirmative, the President of Council declared the resolution duly adopted.

#171-07

RE:




Authorizing Execution Of A Redevelopment Agreement With WB
Resorts Development LLC As Redeveloper For Seaport Pier Redevelopment Area









The above resolution was offered by Koehler, seconded by Maschio, the roll being called, all voting in the affirmative, the President of Council declared the resolution duly adopted.

ORDINANCES:    None
FINANCE/VOUCHER LIST:

On a motion by Koehler, seconded by Maschio, authorizing payment of all approved vouchers.    Carried.   As per Resolution #09-07, all bills listed below be paid and warrants drawn by the proper officers for the stated amounts.
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Bill Stephen & Jill Bryfogle


18571



632.80

Countrywide Tax Services


18572


         2,051.22

Dune Abstract




18573



783.12

First American RE Tax Service

18574


         1,488.20

South Jersey Bobcat



18575



908.79

Sun Trust Mortgage



18576



239.57

Treasurer, State of NJ



18577



  25.00

Ashley Elizabeth Fuhrmeister


18578



500.00

Ralph Jenner




18579



  76.92

City of NWW – Salary Acct.


18580


     416,628.54

Algie’s Place, Inc.



18581



  19.00

AT & T




18582



  19.10

AT & T




18583



  43.28

Thomas Amenhauser



18584



235.00

Arch Wireless




18585



    8.95

Avaya Financial Services


18586



533.60

Brian G. Adair




18587



  97.50


AT & T 




18588



      .30

Avaya Inc.




18589


         1,995.81

American Public Works Assoc.

18590


            610.70

Atlas Flasher Supply Co. Inc.


18591


         1,999.00

Al-Ron’s Trailer Sales


18592



  80.00 

V.H. Blackinton & Co., Inc.


18593



  11.97

Boardwalk SID Mgmt. Corp.


18594


         5,750.00

Frank Basile




18595



130.00

Crystal Springs 



18596


            373.97

Benecard Services Inc.


18597


            952.62

Court House Office Supplies


18598



  55.90

H B Christman & Son



18599


            790.43

Cape Power Equipment, Inc.


18600


            571.41

C. M. C. M. U. A.



18601


       36,264.64

Caprioni Portable Toilets


18602


         3,836.00

Continental Fire & Safety, Inc.

18603


            642.00

CASA Payroll Services


18604


            413.12

Cafiero And Balliette



18605


         8,379.42

William Ciavarelli



18606



162.50

Coastal Landscaping



18607



107.50

Conney Safety Products


18608


            827.61

Cape Professional Billing, Inc.

18609



850.08

Cape May County Clerk


18610


         1,520.66

CDW Government, Inc.


18611



448.44

Cape Lumber, Fence & Stone Co.

18612



  14.84


Brian Cunniff




18613



195.00

Comcast




18614



  95.28

Carolyn Collier 



18615



100.00

Comcast




18616



  60.18

Creative Entertainment


18617


         3,000.00

Colonial Electric Supply


18618



143.00

CIT





18619



189.31

Linda Davenport



18620



750.00

Thomas De Felice



18621



162.50

Martin Derer




18622



572.50

Dandy Connections



18623



  76.00

Dell Computer Corp.



18624


         2,022.40

Edward J. Deni



18625



  25.17

Dee’s Canvas Shop



18626



800.00

De Lage Landen Financial Serv.

18627



297.71

John Devlin




18628



107.48

Exterior Images



18629



775.00

Express Press




18630



146.50

Embroidery Zone Inc.



18631



228.85
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Future Mining & Recycling, Inc.

18632


         1,239.31

Ford Scott Seidenburg Kennedy

18633 


         3,500.00


Marguerite Fuscia



18634



125.00

Jennifer Fetsick



18635



300.00

Garden State Highway Products

18636


       11,514.11

Grace Energy




18637



  10.01

General Code Publishers Corp.

18638


         1,650.24

Gentilini Ford, Inc.



18639


         1,342.41

Grainger Industries



18640



  44.28

Grove Supply, Inc.



18641



  38.16

Guardian Fire Equipment


18642



193.75

Greenbaum Rowe Smith Davis LLP

18643


         9,340.50 

Galls 





18644



  66.96

Jonathon L Greene



18645



300.00

Global Connect



18646



101.45

Garage Equipment Sales


18647



227.50

Janet Harkins




18648



  15.00

Cape May County Herald


18649



  25.94

Home Depot Credit Card Services

18650


         2,348.66

The Hardware Store



18651



137.08

Island Trophies



18652



  45.00

Joycemedia




18653



  50.00

Joseph Fazzio, Inc.



18654



727.75

Juvenile Diabetes Research


18655



500.00

Lawmen Supply Co. of NJ


18656



526.62


Lawson Products



18657



  67.74

Thomas Logan



18658



120.00

Lab Safety Supply



18659



159.30

Lee L. Romm, Inc.



18660


       12,500.00


Stephen Murray



18661



117.64

Dominick Mc Clain



18662



  65.70

Michelle Mettler



18663



175.00

Mobile-Vision, Inc.



18664



107.00

Konica Minolta Business


18665



  39.30

M. S. Brown Jewelers



18666



  15.35

Moore Wallace North America

18667



266.32

Office of Nathan Van Embden

18668


         2,200.00


Marshall Austin Productions


18669


         2,925.00

John P McCormick Jr.


18670



  55.00

Northern Tool & Equipment Co.

18671


         1,424.57

North Wildwood Board of Education

18672


     530,564.50

Nextel Communications


18673


         2,303.52

Optimist Club of the Wildwoods

18674



100.00

Lewis Ostrander



18675



  35.94

One Call System



18676



  49.46

Old Dominion Brush



18677



450.00

The Press




18678



253.00

Gruccio, Pepper, DeSanto & Ruth

18679


         5,831.64 

Paramount Sanitary Chemical Co.

18680



824.88

Pier “47” Marina



18681



158.69

Pedroni Fuel Company


18682


         7,572.29 

Pole Tavern Equipment


18683


         1,770.53

William Piotrowski, Jr.


18684

 

  55.00

Pardo’s Truck Service



18685



264.52

Jeffrey Patnode



18686



130.00

Patti’s Party World



18687



  47.90

Paramount Air Service


18688


         3,500.00 

Polar Bear Mechanical Services 

18689



205.00

Joseph Quattrone



18690


         2,016.04

Reel Fire Protection, Inc.


18691



  94.25

Red The Uniform Tailor, Inc.


18692



366.50
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V. E. Ralph & Son, Inc.


18693


         2,157.49

William Rutherford



18694



  32.50

Remington, Vernick & Walberg

18695


       57,386.78 

RI TEC




18696



250.00

South Jersey Welding



18697



164.58

Snap-On Industrial



18698



  22.46

Staples – (Public Works)


18699



159.44

Seagear Marine Supply, Inc.


18700



  88.77

Sandpiper Monogramming, Inc.

18701



508.50

South Jersey Auto Supply


18702



436.51

South Jersey Paper Products


18703



239.88

South Jersey Gas Company


18704



587.24

South Jersey Pickup



18705



299.00

Staples





18706



929.62

Rocco Sansone



18707



325.00

Sherwood Lock Shop



18708



  65.00

Kimberly Stocks



18709



  45.00

South Jersey Bobcat



18710



531.00

VOID





18711



 VOID

Surf Splash




18712


         1,850.00

Tri County Building Supplies


18713


         4,678.06

Triad Associates



18714


         5,193.63

Vincent J. Trombetta



18715



227.50

Albert E. Tarbotton- Petty Cash

18716



  81.75

Sean Tivenan




18717



  25.00

Tenantsafe Inc.



18718



  34.00

U. S. Municipal Supply, Inc.


18719



142.76

Verizon




18720


         1,189.44

Verizon Cabs




18721



714.44

Visual Computer Solutions, Inc.

18722



250.00

Ted Kingston, Inc.



18723


         5,083.00

Waste Management



18724


       46,803.80

Whalen’s Auto Repair


18725



320.47

Jessica Westerland



18726



  50.00

 
arley DabHarley

COUNCIL:

COUNCILMAN KOEHLER asked to recognize and commend CFO Ross Versaggi for his help with the City audit.     Recommendations and follow-up are under way with action plans submitted by various Department Heads.

MAYOR HENFEY thanked all who were involved with the BBQ and Blues Festival last weekend including Public Works Department, Fire Department, Police Department and the City Clerk’s Office.    Henfey reported the weather was great, music good and the food was fabulous!    Henfey noted that a local won 1st place in chicken and 4th place in ribs.  Henfey mentioned concerts on every Thursday and Saturday nights.  Recreation Superintendent Buddy Tarbotton updated Council that basketball and soccer camps are in full swing, Christmas in July event will be July 28th with Santa on the beach  and a boat parade in the evening.  The boat parade will start at Sunset Bay and will proceed through the entire City.     Parade Chairperson Jodie DiEduardo said that registration is necessary for the parade and the light-decorating contest.

PUBLIC:

JIM KOCH, 1301 Surf Avenue, thanked Council for the lights on the sign at 16th and  Boardwalk and stated they look good.     Koch said that Central Avenue now looks very nice with some bushes removed.   Koch feels it is much safer to drive now as well.  Koch said that at the Planning Board meeting regarding the project at 22nd Avenue, a lot of negative things were said about the 22nd Avenue area.    Koch said that the meeting 

REGULAR MEETING

JULY 17, 2007

reminded him of Jay Lamont’s radio show in which the host always said negative things about North Wildwood.     Koch said Montego Bay also has an indoor water park but they do not have much year round activity and another water park on the boardwalk would only dilute the winter activity in the area.     Koch said that the fact is the City dies when schools open and the City comes alive when schools let out.    Koch expressed his opinion that no building should be higher than Montego Bay or the 1900 Condos.  Koch said that the City is losing its flavor and that the new project will have some condos and some hotel rooms but that they will probably all become condos eventually.     Koch noted that Surf Avenue was very quiet this week.

EVERETT McCORKELL, 410 East 13th Avenue, said that most condos are empty and a lot have for sale or rent signs.    McCorkell feels with these conditions the new project might be empty all year long.

KATHY MARTIN, 1910 Central Avenue, asked if the City can do anything to help the parking situation at Marina Bay Towers.   Martin suggested using City emergency funds and take that money and fix the lighting for the residents.     Martin stated that the City should be able to do something and be proactive.      Mayor Henfey responded that the City cannot go onto private property and fix things.    Solicitor Kaufmann added that Beach Creek Marina Inc. owns the land and leases it to the Towers.  It is not a public building and therefore the City cannot just go there and fix things.  Martin asked if ownership documentation was available through the City Clerk’s Office and Kaufmann replied that the information could be found at the County Clerk’s Office.    Martin asked if the pilot agreement would be on file with the City and Kaufmann said that it would be but that the only money the City is holding is grant money and has nothing to do with the repairs that need to be done.    Martin asked the height of the indoor water park and if plans were on file with the City.   Wiser and Maley did not have the actual height available.   Martin asked about the demolition of the existing Seaport Pier and  would it be torn down.    Council President Rosenello replied that the buildings will come down but not the entire pier just yet.    Rosenello added that the pier will be relocated to align with the hotel project on the west side of the boardwalk.  Martin asked if the square footage of the pier is about 55,000 sq. ft.  Rosenello replied that the whole project would cover about 100,000 sq. ft.  Martin asked if the water park would be open to the public.  Attorney Maley said that it would be open to the public as space permits but that hotel guests would have priority.    Rosenello said that the pier would eventually be sold to the developer after an appraisal is completed.    Martin asked if this meant selling part of the public beach and Maley said that part of the beach would be involved.  Martin asked if 100,000 sq. ft. of public beach would be involved in the project and Maley said that since the existing pier is about 50,000 sq. ft. and the new project is about 100,000 sq. ft. then only about 50,000 sq. ft. of public beach would be involved.  Martin then reiterated that the public would lose about 50,000 sq. ft. of beach.

FRANK PASQUINI, of 416 East 22nd Avenue, asked if the existing pier would be removed with Pasquini being told yes.      Maley stated and explained further that the pier is just going to be moved over to align with the hotel instead of the present location which blocks beach views from 22nd Avenue.     Pasquini remarked that the hotel building in the pictures looked like it was closer to the sidewalk than his condominium and Maley replied that the final details are not all worked out yet.    Maley stated the developer is going to schedule a meeting with the neighbors of the project within the next month to go over specifics and set up a dialogue.    Maley added that construction is expected to begin near the end of 2008 after all approvals are obtained.   Maley said that parking should not be a problem for the neighborhood because the hotel will have 600 parking spaces.  Pasquini asked if the building would be condos.  Maley replied that some rooms would be condos but that the entire building would be operated  as a hotel.  Pasquini asked if the hotel would seek a liquor license with Malley responding yes.  Pasquini asked about trash on an adjacent property and developer Andy Weiner said that it would be taken care of soon.  

MICHELLE RUTKOWSKI, 2109 Central Avenue, thanked Council for approving such an amazing project that will wake up the City.  Rutkowski noted it is a great project.
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SANDRA ANDERSON, 429 E. 25th Avenue, is a seasonal resident and has been upset that the area around Seaport Pier is spooky and scary at night.  Anderson said she walks down the boardwalk to work and the traffic is much heavier in Wildwood than in North Wildwood.   Anderson feels this project should help businesses on the North Wildwood boardwalk.  

FRANK KILLINO, 217 E. 19th Avenue, spends winters in North Wildwood and said he takes his daughter to the Bolero Hotel for the pool almost every day in the winter and to outside water parks in the summer.    Polino said that the water park is a good idea and exciting for families.    Killino noted this is a fantastic project for North Wildwood to regain itself.   Polino said North Wildwood needs more hotel rooms near the beach and right now his family and friends go to Wildwood Crest.    Polino said that this is a great opportunity for North Wildwood.  In 1981 when Sportland closed Polino had to relocate his business to Magnolia and Glenwood Avenue where the action is but now people will have more reasons to continue north on the boardwalk.

SISSY RUTKOWSKI, 2109 Central Avenue, runs the Olde Time Photo business at 2504 Boardwalk and says that it is a good idea to redevelop the area at Seaport Pier and try to attract more visitors to North Wildwood during the winter.  Rutkowski said that an indoor water park was built in Erie, PA and now all winter the area is crowded with people.  Rutkowski said that this is a great step to bring more people to North Wildwood and a fabulous project.

GARY RUTKOWSKI, 2109 Central Avenue, said that Andy Weiner is a great landlord and always does what he says he will do.  Ratkowski stated everything about Weiner is first class.      Weiner is a pleasure to work with and always helps out when any problems arise.  Rutkowski noted North Wildwood picked the right guy for this project as there is not a better guy around.   Rutkowski said he is not here seeking a rent reduction but stated that Weiner is the right man to do this project and has North Wildwood’s best interest at heart. 

JIM KOCH, 1301 Surf Avenue, stated that the same comments about foot traffic coming down the boardwalk were made when Montego Bay was built but that foot traffic has never materialized. 

EVERETT McCORKELL, 410 East 13th Avenue, thanked the Mayor for getting the sinks installed in the bathrooms at 15th & Beach.   McCorkell stated the neighbors say thank you.

ADJOURNMENT:

On a motion by Koehler, seconded by McCullion, that there being no further business before Council, we do now adjourn.    Carried.   11:59 AM

APPROVED:

_________________________________

William J. Henfey  - Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________________

Janet H. Harkins  - City Clerk

This is a generalization of the meeting of July 17, 2007 and not a verbatim transcript.

