CAUCUS MEETING

JULY 3, 2007

9:30 A.M.
Members Present: Present were Mayor William Henfey, President of Council Patrick Rosenello, Councilpersons Robert McCullion, Edwin Koehler, Joseph Duncan, Kellyann Tolomeo and Robert Maschio.   Councilman Walter Larcombe was absent due to work schedule.   Also present were City Administrator Raymond Townsend and Solicitor William Kaufmann.  

COUNCIL PRESIDENT ROSENELLO stated that for the 10 AM Council Meeting, Communication #6 has been withdrawn by the petitioner; and 2 appointments for seasonal police dispatchers have been added.

ADMINISTRATOR TOWNSEND reported that the Project Pending List has been distributed.  The seawall repairs have been completed at New York Avenue, done on schedule, and the seawall looks good.  A punch list will be worked on in October.  Townsend stated that the City will be applying for a Small Communities Development Block Grant worth $400,000 for use in providing handicap access to the seawall and dune project.  Townsend said that the county held a conference one year ago regarding shared services between communities, and will be releasing a year-end report showing possibilities for implementation.  These programs could possibly have impact in the Public Works Dept. and in the information technology area.  The county is also developing a ‘county energy master plan” which carries the possibility of working with a third-party engineer to purchase electricity in bulk, among other things, to try and save money for the communities. 

MAYOR HENFEY stated that Engineer Jim Verna reports that the Surf Avenue sewer line is in a delicate state.  Henfey said that a two-year project is possible, with the first year including a surface coat and the second year including the renovation of the sewer line.  Trying to do the entire project in the same year would use up the street budget for that year.  The plan to redo Surf Avenue could possibly include a reconfigured parking layout with parking in the middle of the street and bike paths on each side, closer to the sidewalks.  The entire project will cost approximately $3.7 million.  The project would redo the sewer lines from 18th to 26th Avenues and there could be an increase in parking spaces with the new layout.  

COUNCILMAN MCCULLION asked about a payment to Arawak on the Voucher List, stating that he was under the impression that the City was not happy with the work done.  Mayor Henfey explained that Arawak had done work at various spots throughout the City, and most of the work was satisfactory, but at Atlantic Avenue and 9th Avenue Arawak is coming back to fix up the unsatisfactory areas.  Henfey indicated that Jim Verna was holding back a part of the money.  Administrator Townsend also said that he believed that the amount being paid was not the full amount of the contract.  Mayor Henfey said that the work for the most part was good but 2 sections mentioned were unacceptable, and that overall the curbs are better than before.

COUNCILMAN MASCHIO asked about the former JCOW and the status of backlogged permits, and what is being done to alleviate the situation.  Administrator Townsend replied that 3 new staff members had been hired to help with plan reviews and that they are catching up.  The City of Wildwood is attempting to fix the problems.  Maschio asked about the procedure for permits and if any provision is made for permits which are not being handled in a timely manner.  Councilman Koehler added that he does not think the County can help but possibly the DCA.

On a motion by Koehler, seconded by McCullion, that caucus now be adjourned until the regular meeting begins at 10:00 AM.      Carried.     9:45 AM
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10:00 A.M.
A regular meeting of the North Wildwood City Council was held on the morning of the above date in the City Hall.   The President of Council stated that “The meeting is now open.   Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided by posting a copy of the notice of the time and place of this meeting on the City Clerk’s bulletin board and by 
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mailing a copy of the same to The Herald, The Press and Wildwood Leader on January 3, 2007.”   Change of time of meeting was advertised on City website, The Herald and The Press  on June 20th and 27th, 2007 and posted on City Hall bulletin board.

ROLL CALL: Present were Mayor William Henfey, President of Council Patrick Rosenello, Councilpersons Robert McCullion, Edwin Koehler, Joseph Duncan, Robert Maschio and Kellyann Tolomeo.    Councilman Walter Larcombe was absent due to work schedule.   Also present were City Administrator Raymond Townsend, Solicitor William Kaufmann and Engineer Ralph Petrella.  

MAYOR HENFEY asked to deviate from the agenda for a special appointment.   Mayor Henfey mentioned that Matthew Gallagher has been on the NWPD for 20 years, 8 as patrolman, 5 as detective, 5 as sergeant and 2 as lieutenant.    Henfey also noted  Gallagher has 7 departmental citations,  NWPD Safety Award and is certified as a public manager.  Gallagher has been a softball coach, basketball coach and referee and always has the community’s best interest at heart.     Judge Louis J. Belasco then performed the swearing in with pictures following.    

Police Dept:

Matthew Gallagher


Promotion/Captain


7/3/07

On a motion by Duncan, seconded by McCullion, the above promotion be confirmed. Carried.

MINUTES:   On a motion by Koehler, seconded by Duncan, that the minutes of the regular meeting of June 19, 2007 be approved as read.    Carried.

COMMUNICATIONS:

KEENAN’S IRISH PUB

RE:




Petition To Extend Licensed Premises





BBQ Fest-July 14, 2007

On a motion by Maschio, seconded by Duncan, the above application be approved and filed with the State.    Carried.

SPECIAL EVENT

RE:




Hereford Inlet Lighthouse Craft Show






July 7-8, 2007 and August 4-5, 2007

On a motion by Duncan, seconded by Maschio, that the above special events application be approved.    Carried.

SPECIAL EVENT

RE:




Anglesea Volunteer Fire Co. #1






NJ State BBQ Championship & Blues Festival






July 13-15, 2007

On a motion by Duncan, seconded by Maschio, that the above special events application be approved.    Carried.

SPECIAL EVENT

RE:




Greater Wildwood Christmas In July Boat Parade






July 28, 2007

On a motion by Duncan, seconded by Maschio, that the above special events application be approved.    Carried.

MICHAEL S. VITOLA

RE:




Resignation From Building & Grounds Dept.






Effective July 6, 2007
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On a motion by Duncan, seconded by McCullion, the above resignation be accepted with regret and filed.    Carried.

SPECIAL EVENT

RE:




Radio Disney Party Patrols






July 3, 2007

On a motion by Duncan, seconded by Maschio, that the above special events application be approved. Carried.

MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS: None.      
APPOINTMENTS:

Police Dept:

Elizabeth Moulder


Seasonal/Dispatcher


7/17/07

Jamie Heitzman


Seasonal/Dispatcher


7/3/07

Public Works Dept:

Rose A. Holliday


Seasonal/Laborer


6/21/07

Recreation Dept:

Megan Conyers


Seasonal/Recreation Aide

6/21/07

Kerry Hall



Seasonal/Recreation Aide

6/22/07

Kevin Quinlan



Seasonal/Recreation Aide

6/28/07

On a motion by McCullion, seconded by Koehler, the above appointments be confirmed. Carried.
RESOLUTIONS:

#156-07

RE:




Authorizing The Sale Of Surplus Property No Longer Needed For Public Use On An Online Auction Website

The above resolution was offered by Maschio, seconded by Duncan, the roll being called, all voting in the affirmative, the President of Council declared the resolution duly adopted. 

#157-07

RE:




Correcting Errors In Resolution #114-07

The above resolution was offered by Koehler, seconded by Duncan, the roll being called, all voting in the affirmative, the President of Council declared the resolution duly adopted. 

#158-07

RE:




Approving Change Order #1—Final & Engineer’s Estimate #3—Final Construction Of Boardwalk Access Ramps At 20th Avenue






The above resolution was offered by Koehler, seconded by Duncan, the roll being called, all voting in the affirmative, the President of Council declared the resolution duly adopted. 

#159-07

RE:




Approving Engineer’s Estimate #3—Final Reconstruction Of Bay Front Bulkhead At 5th Avenue Boat Ramp Park
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The above resolution was offered by McCullion, seconded by Koehler, the roll being called, all voting in the affirmative, the President of Council declared the resolution duly adopted. 

#160-07

RE:




Awarding Interior Design Contract To Small Asselta Interior Design, L.L.C. For Interior Design Services With Respect To The Renovations And New Construction Of The North Wildwood Courtroom Facility

The above resolution was offered by Koehler, seconded by McCullion, the roll being called, all voting in the affirmative, the President of Council declared the resolution duly adopted. 

#161-07

RE:




Refund For Overpayment Of Real Estate Taxes

The above resolution was offered by Duncan, seconded by Maschio, the roll being called, all voting in the affirmative, the President of Council declared the resolution duly adopted.

#162-07

RE:




Opposing Assembly Bill A-4393



The above resolution was offered by Duncan, seconded by Koehler, the roll being called, all voting in the affirmative, the President of Council declared the resolution duly adopted.

ORDINANCES:     None.

FINANCE/VOUCHER LIST:

On a motion by Koehler, seconded by McCullion, authorizing payment of all approved vouchers.    Carried.   As per Resolution #09-07, all bills listed below be paid and warrants drawn by the proper officers for the stated amounts.

Quest





18470



  11.70

Staples





18471



354.36

Arsenault Associates



18472


         1,908.00

VOID





18473


             VOID

City of NW-Salary Account


18474


     397,979.54

Ralph Jenner




18475



  76.92

A & M Products



18476



390.00

Atlantic Time Systems


18477



  90.28

Anglesea Fire Co. #1



18478


         1,000.00

American Judges Association


18479



125.00

A T & T




18480



  29.29

Avalon Coffee Company


18481



181.71

Avaya Financial Services


18482


         1,694.23

Atlantic Tool & Supply


18483



899.00

Atlas Flasher Supply Co. Inc.


18484



  75.00

Amerimark Direct



18485



364.67

Al-Ron’s Trailer Sales


18486


         4,399.00

Baker & Taylor Books


18487



121.89

Blue Star of NJ, Inc.



18488



618.00

Benecard Services Inc.


18489


       34,841.14

Court House Office Supplies


18490



308.55

HB Christman & Son



18491



867.71
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Casa Payroll Services



18492



342.66

Conney Safety Products


18493



219.74

Cape Lumber, Fence & Stone Co.

18494



    5.68

Comcast




18495



490.00

Comcast




18496



100.25

Creative Entertainment


18497


         4,750.00

Delta Dental Plan of NJ


18498


         7,734.81

Dell Computer Corp.



18499



703.99

DeLage Landen Financial Serv.

18500



359.41

Earthworks Assoc. Inc.


18501



  96.00

Future Mining & Recycling, Inc.

18502



  45.50

VOID





18503



 VOID

Friends of Hereford Lighthouse

18504



543.00

Grace Energy




18505



  11.25

Gall’s Inc.




18506



212.96

Gentilini Ford, Inc.



18507



218.84

Grove Supply, Inc.



18508



108.19

Giambri’s Candies



18509



210.00

Cape May County Herald


18510



380.12

Home Deport Credit Services


18511



425.16

The Hardware Store



18512



  26.40

Harley Davidson Leasing


18513


         7,799.04

Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield

18514


     100,721.60

VOID





18515


             VOID

VOID





18516


             VOID

Jersey Paw Prints



18517



249.00

John’s Recycling



18518



221.40

K.O. Sports




18519



192.00

Keltex Imprinted Apparel Inc.

18520


         2,185.72

Lawson Products



18521



443.84

Look It’s Hook



18522


         6,200.00

Steven M. Lewers & Associates

18523



218.86

Marlboro Farm Market & Garden

15824


         1,570.11

MG  Signs




15825



850.00

Mist Company




15826



213.29

Arawak Paving Company, Inc.

15827


     208,151.29

Masterman’s




15828



144.00

Dolly McGee




15829



100.00

Metlife Small Business Center

15830



  73.44

Jack Mattera




15831



  69.55

Northeast Ind. Marine Equip.


15832



190.41

N.J.D.M.V.




15833



  20.00

NJLM





18534



128.00

Northstar Envirmental Svcs


18535


         3,521.60

Nancy Sales Co Inc.



18536



143.50

The Press




18537



105.12

Paramount Sanitary Chemical Co

18538



728.39

Pedroni Fuel Company


18539


         7,272.00

P & D Construction Co.


18540


       24,211.89

V. E. Ralph & Son, Inc.


18541



  99.00

R. A. Walters & Sons, Inc.


18542


       40,646.00

Remington, Vernick & Walberg

18543


            928.58

RI TEC




18544


         1,050.00

Jacob Schaad, Jr.



18545


         1,050.00

Sandpiper Monogramming, Inc.

18546


         1,760.00


Mark Schaad




18547



  75.00


South Jersey Auto Supply


18548



  22.65


South Jersey Electric



18549



810.00

Sanitation Equipment Corp.


18550
                                 1,291.10

South Jersey Mowers



18551



308.55

Tri County Building Supplies


18552



260.50
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Triad Associates



18553


         3,194.17

Albert E. Tarbotton-Petty Cash

18554



 VOID

Tri-County Animal Control


18555



700.00

Toshiba America Info Systems

18556



320.00

The UPS Store



18557

                     1,204.59

Van Note-Harvey Associates


18558

                   21,990.00

Vineland Auto Electric, Inc.


18559



568.00

Verizon Wireless



18560



448.16

Verizon




18561


         1,653.90

Vegas Diner And Restaurant


18562


             VOID

Ted Kingston, Inc.



18563


         5,809.20

City of Wildwood



18564


         5,514.48

Waste Management



18565



  95.00

Windy Acres




18566


       11,043.70

Whalen’s Auto Repair


18567



520.87

R. A. Walters & Sons, Inc.


18568


       22,990.00

Albert E. Tarbotton – Petty Cash

18569



197.39

Vegas Diner and Restaurant


18570



140.00

arley DabHarley

COMMITTEES:  None.

COUNCIL:

COUNCILMAN DUNCAN state the Rescue Facility at 22nd Avenue is very nice.  Duncan also said that the ramps are appreciated south of the lifeguard station as the sand is very hot.

COUNCILMAN MASCHIO reminded all present about the fireworks at 10 o’clock tomorrow at Pine Avenue and the Boardwalk.

COUNCILMAN McCULLION wished everyone a Happy 4th of July and offered congratulations to Matt Gallagher on his promotion to Police Captain.

COUNCILMAN KOEHLER wished everyone a Happy 4th of July and reminded all councilpersons to review the paperwork pertaining to the City’s annual audit.

COUNCILMAN ROSENELLO said that Mickey and Minnie Mouse would be visiting the Wildwoods this evening, with a Radio Disney broadcast from 25th and the Beach.

MAYOR HENFEY thanked all departments for their help with the successful Italian Festival held this past weekend.  Public Works did a great job, the Police Dept. was present where needed, and the Knights of Columbus and the Anglesea Fire Company did a great job.  Henfey also reminded citizens about the July 4th Parade.  Recreation Superintendent Buddy Tarbotton informed the public that the parade setup would be 9 AM at 15th and Atlantic with  prizes for the best bike decorations, etc.   Tarbotton said that the pooches for the parade would be at 8th Ave. Field to form the “tail-end” of the parade.  Henfey reminded everyone of the following events coming up in the City:  July 7, Car Show; July 7, Lighthouse Craft Show; July 9, Concerts begin for the summer season ; July 12, Miss North Wildwood Contest; July 13-15, BBQ and Blues Festival.  Henfey also expressed his congratulations to Matt Gallagher on his promotion.  Tarbotton reminded everyone that Summer Basketball Leagues are in full swing, with basketball and soccer camps coming up also.  Beach Patrol Chief Tony Cavalier said that the Beschen-Callahan Lifeguard races are coming up for the 39th year and North Wildwood Lifeguards are the defending champs.  Police Chief Robert Matteucci said that the BBQ and Blues Festival will have nationwide acts this year.   More  information can be found at NJBBQ.com and angleseablues.com.

PUBLIC:

EVERETT McCORKELL, 410 E. 13th Avenue, said that the bathroom sinks were not finished in the bathrooms  at  15th and  the  Beach.     Mayor Henfey   replied  that  the 
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bathrooms were a rush job and the sinks have been back-ordered.    Henfey stated if they do not arrive this week,  sinks would be purchased at Home Depot and installed until the real sinks arrive.

JIM KOCH, 1301 Surf Avenue, asked if the adoption of last resolution today opposing Assembly Bill A-4393 would mean that the bill would not pass the Assembly.  Mayor Henfey responded that he did not know why the State would want to pass this bill and he does not know if it will pass.  Koch asked if the police are allowed to stop someone for cell phone usage while driving and expressed concern that near the school there are many parents talking on their cell phones while driving.   Chief Matteucci replied that he had not seen the new law yet and as far as he knows it is still secondary.  Koch asked how long a construction site could sit without work being done, and what does the city do about situations like that?  Zoning Official Lew Ostrander said that the work could be stopped for up to one year, at which point the contractor would have to obtain a new permit.  Koch asked about the construction site at Spruce & New York Avenues.  Mayor Henfey replied that the City is looking into that situation already.  Koch asked about the property at 15th & New Jersey Avenues.  Mayor Henfey replied that he has met with the property owner and he is doing his best to rectify the situation.  Koch congratulated Parks Supervisor Steve Murray, saying that Central Avenue looks great.  Koch thanked Tony Cavalier for the boards at 13th Avenue as they are greatly appreciated.

JOANNE GUNDSEN, 128 E. 3rd Avenue, asked about the status of Port-A-Potties on the beach.  Council President Rosenello asked Public Works Superintendent Harry Wozunk for an update on this  situation.     Wozunk responded that the portable toilets were due to be in place either yesterday or today and he would follow up on the matter. 

VIRGINIA COOMBS, 110 E. 3rd Avenue, stated that she lives next to Wawa and is concerned about noise, destruction of property, bars letting out, disturbances, public urination and defecation, trash, bottles, drugs, discarded shoes and clothing, etc.  Coombs stated that Wawa has built a fence around their trash bins to improve the area and  has installed lights on her property.   Wawa has also hired a man to pick up trash on the block each morning.  Coombs said that North Wildwood is gaining a reputation as a party town and this is developing into a public safety issue for its law-abiding citizens.  Coombs stated that there are ordinances in the City Code against serving persons who already are drunk.  Coombs stated that there are also ordinances outlawing public nudity. Coombs asked if the police presence in the neighborhood can be improved and if there are any other ways to improve the situation.  Coombs asked if it is possible to limit the hours that the Wawa is open, adding that it makes the whole area unsafe to have people walking around all night long in the area. Coombs asked the City to help the neighborhood and asked if anything can be done at the present time.  Coombs stated that her neighbors were here to speak out as well.

JOAN NAVARRO, 129 E. 3rd Avenue, stated that she has lived here for 18 years and that the last 5 years have been ‘hell.’  The situation is worse this year.  Navarro stated that at 2 AM this morning a man tried to break into her house.  Navarro has had much damage to her house done recently noting it is a 24-hour problem.  Navarro stated that the language heard through the day and night is terrible.  Navarro stated that Wawa is the problem and should be closed during the early morning hours and Navarro feels  more police officers are needed in the area.  Mayor Henfey stated that the Police Chief will look into the issue.  Chief Matteucci stated that there are more summer officers who have just finished training but the department needs to put experienced officers in the area as well. Matteucci said that the department has had 86 calls since April, 44 of which were traffic related and only 16 for disorderly persons.  Matteucci stated that Lt. Skill assigns forces to the neighborhood, Captain Gallagher runs Operations and that they are trying the best that they can.  Matteucci stated that there are no clear-cut solutions to this problem. Mayor Henfey said that the Chief has been trained for 30 years to do things like this and he can get it done now.  Navarro again stated that more police are needed in the area and that the other night 15 cars drove away with drunks driving them.  Navarro stated that she did not call the police department but she was not able to sleep because of the noise and the stench from the public urination.  
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VIRGINIA COOMBS, 110 E. 3rd Avenue, stated she sometimes calls the police, but the problems are obvious and consistent and more police in the area would help.  Coombs also said that the main problem is that bars are serving people who are drunk and the City needs to enforce those laws..  Chief Matteucci stated that the police are trying their best and would be happy to take a joint approach with the citizens of the neighborhood.  Coombs reiterated that the bars are violating City ordinances by serving persons who are already drunk.  Coombs also stated that the young people in the neighborhood are violating noise ordinances.  Mayor Henfey responded that the Police Department will attack the problem with Chief Matteucci adding that he is willing to meet with the citizens and work together.

BETTY ANN FLYNN, 110 E. 3rd Avenue, said that the police are doing all that they can do and that the responsibility rests with Wawa.  Flynn expressed her view that the Wawa should close during certain hours of the night but that the manager Dave Yeager will not close the store.  Flynn said that the stench from the public urination is awful.  Councilman McCullion added that Flynn is speaking the truth as he lives down the street from Wawa and has had public urination on his property also.    McCullion has called Wawa about picking up trash in the street adding he is aware of the problems.  McCullion stated that the City Council is the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board of the City and as such can notify bar owners of the problems and solicit their help.

TOM McCAREY, 110 W. 7th Avenue, stated this is a problem all over town.  McCarey has experienced destruction of his property.  McCarey stated that lifeguards used to be employed by bars and they would not allow intoxicated persons to enter the bar.  It is important to enforce the laws about serving intoxicated persons.   McCarey stated that  $2 million is spent on Public Works and Police in the affected area.  McCarry also announced a “Survivors of Cancer Fundraiser” on August 11 at Lighthouse Point  from 3-7 PM and has tickets available.

LEW OSTRANDER, 223 E. 3rd Avenue, stated that Wawa is not the problem, the problem is drunks.  Ostrander stated that he puts a trash can out by his curb and it gets used all night long by persons leaving the bars and waling home.  Ostrander stated that the police bike patrols are good for the neighborhood.  The problem is the young adults that are misbehaving and when they are drunk they get out of hand. 

LILLIAN BOWERS, 1711 Atlantic Avenue, stated that she is having problems with the Hamilton House Condos and the Stingray Motel Condos.  Since these motels have been converted to condos, there is no supervision of the renters.  Bowers said that in June there was an all-night party at the Stingray with  the police coming a number of times in response to her calls.     Each time the partiers were told to take the party inside and they would come back outside again within 10 minutes.   Bowers stated that last week the same situation occurred with the same results.   The partiers came back outside each time after the police left.     Bowers said that the same situation also occurred at the Hamilton House, at which time Mrs. Bowers called the police.  Bowers asked  Council if perhaps the Condo Association/owners could be made aware of the disorderly behavior that is taking place in these units.     Bowers stated that the Police Department is very good and has always been helpful.  Bowers asked Mayor and Council for help in correcting these situations.  

KATHY MARTIN, 1910 Central Avenue, read the following letter to Council:

Appeal to Council Members

I am appealing to the other five Councilmen and our Councilwoman to reject Andrew Weiner’s contract for Seaport Pier and the proposal to designate the private property under Andrew Weiner’s control as an area in need of redevelopment.

Where is the vision in using a 51,000 sq. ft. oceanfront pier as an indoor water park? This will be the fifth water park on the island. If you accept Weiner’s contract, you will take public property from the public and give it to a single entity to use as private amenity to his hotel/condo.

To build to 160 feet and diminish in both size and value the brand new condos in the surrounding    neighborhoods  is wrong.     Taking into  consideration  the  areas  the 
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Planning Board is looking to increase building heights, you will literally sandwich in these properties, and create a valley of darkness for the owners.

I am not against adding hotel units, but where is it written that to do so we have to build to 160 feet?  Andrew Weiner’s plan calls for 94 new condo units in his building. And there is nothing preventing him from selling the other 311 so called hotel units as condos.

Everyone seems to forget, it is the people who bought, what Patrick refers to as the “2 ½ story vinyl clad boxes” who are supporting North Wildwood’s 21 Million Dollar Budget.  People have spent as much as $800,000 on their second homes.  Condos, that the CITY allowed to be build.  The people who purchased these properties do not want to live in the shadows of 160-foot buildings.  Neither do new buyers.  Adding this much density to an already soft housing market is going to devastate the market and will affect North Wildwood economy.    

Once the City approves the Study Area consisting of the King Inn Motel, the storefronts owned by Weiner’s family, and the 5 Million Dollar lot Andrew Weiner purchased in 2006, as an area in need of redevelopment, the City will have to purchase that property through eminent domain.  

SO, THE TAXPAYERS WILL PAY TO PURCHASE WEINER’S PROPERTY, SO THE CITY CAN GIVE IT BACK TO WEINER, AT A DISCOUNTED ‘BLIGHTED’ PRICE!  All in order for Patrick to build the 160’ buildings he wants.  WHAT A SCAM!!!

THIS ENTIRE PROJECT REEKS.  Starting with Patrick Rosenello’s employee/employer relationship with Andrew Weiner.  Patrick’s involvement with the redevelopment of Seaport Pier can be traced back to 2005, the same year Weiner became a  SID Board member and the same year Weiner and Rosenello discuss the need for resort hotels.  

In June of 2006 Weiner buys block 291 lots, 7, 8, and 13 for 5 Million Dollars.  About 2 Million Dollars over market value.  He submits a proposal for the redevelopment of Seaport Pier in July of 2006 including the construction of a 160’ hotel/condo building on his newly acquired lot, the property his family owns, and the Kings Inn, which he states he has under agreement of sale.  Construction to 160’ is not permitted in North Wildwood.  What would make Weiner believe this zoning would be passed?   Why would his bid for Seaport Pier even include the construction of a hotel/condo?

City Planner Wiser, who sits on the Planning Board, wrote the Seaport Pier redevelopment plan. He marketed the Pier to redevelopers by placing a few ads in New Jersey, Philadelphia, and New York newspapers.  This resulted in just 28 new inquiries.  The Pier had been marketed for only a month when Weiner’s proposal and one other proposal was submitted to the selection committee both Wiser and Rosenello sat on. At that point marketing of the Pier ceased.

Despite the fact the Weiner still cannot construct his a 160’ building on the property he controls, he is selected as the conditional redeveloper.  So, someone on Council, decides Council should ask Stuart Wiser to determine if Weiner’s property will qualify as an area in need of redevelopment.  This will solve the 160-foot problem as and area in need of redevelopment does fall under the same zoning.

By misrepresenting facts pertaining to the three properties involved, Wiser, finds the property Weiner controls as an area in need of redevelopment.  Then Wiser has the audacity to state in his report, that the City’s ability to FIND a redeveloper will be jeopardized if all the property in the study area is not included in the redevelopment area!  THE CITY IS NOT LOOKING TO FIND A REDEVELOPER, WISER WROTE THE REPORT FOR A PRE-DETERMINED REDEVELOPER, who secured the land ahead of time!!!

The opportunity to attract redevelopers to bid on Seaport Pier never existed, because Rosenello wanted a resort hotel connected to the Pier, and he had a redeveloper who would do it.  Redeveloping Seaport Pier should not have been connected to constructing hotel/condos. 
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There is still time to market this Pier.  For what the taxpayers are paying Wiser’s firm to write a redevelopment plan for block 291, we could have hired a firm to attract large companies from all over the country to bid on redeveloping our Pier.

You still have an opportunity to create a vibrant, exciting, retail, dining and entertainment district on the Pier that will serve the entire community, the residents, taxpayers, and tourists.  The Pier is large enough to include opened spaces, gardens, amenities to beachgoers and paid venues.  The six of you have the ability to leave a legacy to the community by creating a beautiful attraction that, in of itself, will attract tourists and benefit everyone.  Reject Weiner’s proposal.

Thank you.  

Katherine Martin, 1910 Central Ave, North Wildwood

JOE DORIS, 205 N. New Jersey Avenue, stated that he is the owner of the Curiosity Shop on Olde New Jersey Avenue.  Doris said that JP Prime Restaurant has loud music playing well past 10 PM, which is in violation of the City’s noise ordinance.  Doris said that he has to get out of bed to call the police every night.  Doris asked if the enclosed patio at JP Prime is considered inside or outside, because the restaurant calls it outside for their cigar event but they call it inside for music purposes.  Doris said that he should not have to sign a formal complaint every night of the week.  Doris asked why the planters were removed from the sidewalks on Olde New Jersey Avenue, since the property owners were given an added assessment to pay for them?  The City did not ask the property owners, some of whom were taking care of the planters, so why were the planters removed?  Council President Rosenello asked Public Works Superintendent Harry Wozunk about the situation.  Wozunk replied that the planters were being used as trashcans and vomit bins by the public and that is why they were removed.  Doris said that he empathizes with the owners on 3rd Avenue who have spoken to Council this morning.  Doris asked why his block was shut out of the Italian Festival this past weekend, with all the vendors and activities being pushed down to the south end of Olde New Jersey.  Doris asked why couldn’t the Festival have been spread out along the entire street.  Mayor Henfey replied that the Knights of Columbus had organized the event and carried it out.  Henfey asked Doris and all owners on his street to come to the Events Meetings and give input.  Henfey stated that it is better when more people are involved and that there was no secret scheme to shut out sections of Olde New Jersey Avenue.  Henfey again asked that all attend the Events Meetings.  Doris again asked what can be done regarding the music situation at JP Prime.  Chief Matteucci said that it will be handled after taking into consideration all factors and that he would discuss with the Solicitor what constituted inside/outside at JP Prime.

BILL VAN FOSSEN, 405 E. 23rd Avenue, stated that he is president of the Beach View Condo Association and was asked by fellow owners to express their concern about a proposed 160’ building in their block.  Van Fossen stated that they do not want 160’ buildings in their block and do not want water parks, exclusive to hotels, in their block.  Van Fossen reiterated that the 20 owners in his association do not want a building 160’ tall or a water park in their block, citing traffic concerns.

WARREN ALLEN, 600 Virginia Avenue, stated that he is not a property owner in North Wildwood but has interests here with his segway business and his wife’s properties.   Allen stated that he does attend the Events Meetings but never saw any information about a configuration or setup for the vendors at the Italian Festival.  Mayor Henfey asked if anyone had requested to see a configuration.  Councilman Duncan added that the Knights of Columbus, of which he is a member, were doing this event for the first time and did not have all the resources in place, such as previous vendor lists, that past events have had.  Duncan expressed his view that the Knights of Columbus tried their best to put on a good festival, adding that some vendors were turned away because of the cultural nature of the event.  Allen advised that the Knights talk to people on the street to see what would be acceptable.  Duncan said that there is already brainstorming occurring at the Knights of Columbus to see how the festival can be improved for next year.  Allen reiterated that since he is not a resident of New Jersey he did not know how one comes to be appointed to the GWTIDA board.  Mayor Henfey explained.  Allen then asked if Ed Koehler wins the Council-at-Large seat in November 
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what will happen to his 2nd Ward seat?  Solicitor Kaufmann explained that the Political Party committee that held the seat would recommend a name for Council approval, adding that the procedure could be different depending on the length of time remaining in the term.  Allen asked about the advertising for the Seaport Pier Redevelopment Project.  Administrator Townsend explained that it was advertised in various newspapers and Mayor Henfey said that there was a direct mailing to developers as well.

VIRGINIA COOMBS, 110 E. 3rd Avenue, emphasized that the residents on 3rd Avenue had raised legitimate questions at the meeting and requested that Council look into them promptly.  Coombs noted that the tone of some responses seemed defensive—but asked that Council please help the residents.  Coombs asked that Mayor set up a structure for input from all citizens.  Mayor Henfey replied that the Events Meetings are an example of that structure in which citizens are invited to give input and participate.  Henfey stated that the City does not have a company doing promotions for City events—it is all local participation, and the City is doing the best it can.  Coombs stated that the planters on Olde New Jersey Avenue were a good example of the problems the City is having—that they were being used as trashcans and vomit bins.  Coombs said that the issue is how to deal with the drunkenness in the City and asked for help from Mayor and Council.

ADJOURNMENT:

On a motion by Duncan, seconded by McCullion, that there being no further business before Council, we do now adjourn.    Carried.              11:32 AM

APPROVED:

_________________________________

William J. Henfey  - Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________________

Janet H. Harkins  - City Clerk

This is a generalization of the meeting of July 3, 2007 and not a verbatim transcript.

